














1 May
1517

May Day, a mob of young apprentices and 
labourers gathered at St Paul’s and then went 
on a rampage through the streets of London, 
causing damage to property and hurting 
those who stood in their way. It was called 
the Evil May Day Riot,Evil May Day Riot,Evil May Day Riot

2 May
1536

Sir Henry Norris, 
Henry VIII’s Groom 
of the Stool and great 
friend, was taken to 
the Tower of London.

3 May
1536

A very shocked Archbishop Th omas 
Cranmer wrote to King Cranmer wrote to King Cranmer Henry VIII 
regarding his patron Queen Anne Boleyn’s 
arrest. In his letter, he wrote “I am clean 
amazed, for I had never better opinion of 
woman” but tempered this with “but I think 
your Highness would not have gone so far if 
she had not been culpable”.

8 May
1559

Th e “Act of 
Uniformity” 
was signed by 
Elizabeth I, and the 
“Act of Supremacy” 
was given royal 
assent. 

9 May
1538

Marie de Guise and 
James V of Scotland James V of Scotland James V
were married by 
proxy at the Château 
de Châteaudun, with 
Robert Maxwell, 
5th Lord Maxwell, 
standing in.

10 May
1536

Giles Heron of the Grand Jury of Middlesex 
announced that the jury had decided that 
there was suffi  cient evidence to suggest 
that Anne Boleyn, George Boleyn, Mark 
Smeaton, Sir Henry Norris, Sir Francis 
Weston and Sir William Brereton were 
guilty of alleged crimes and that they should 
be indicted and sent to trial before a jury.

11May
1536

Th e Grand Jury 
of Kent met and 
also decided Anne 
Boleyn’s trial should 
go ahead.

17 May
1536

Sir Henry Norris, 
Sir Francis Weston, 
Mark Smeaton, Sir 
William Brereton 
and George Boleyn, 
Lord Rochford, were 
led out to a scaff old 
and beheaded.

18 May
1536

Anne Boleyn’s 
execution was 
postponed.

19 May
1536

Dressed in a robe 
of grey or black 
damask trimmed 
with ermine, with a 
crimson kirtle, Anne 
Boleyn was executed 
on Tower Green.

24 May
1546

Letters were sent 
from Privy Council 
to Anne Askew and 
her husband Th omas 
Kyme, ordering them 
to appear in front of 
the council within 
fourteen days..

25 May
1551

Croydon, south of 
London, and its 
neighbouring villages 
experienced a shock 
from an earthquake.

26 May
1536

Lady Mary, daughter Lady Mary, daughter Lady Mary
of Henry VIII, 
wrote to Th omas 
Cromwell asking 
him to intercede with 
her father, now that 
Anne Boleyn was 
gone.

º 29 May
1533

Queen Anne 
Boleyn’s coronation 
was a four-day 
aff air, beginning on 
the 29th May and 
culminating in the 
coronation ceremony 
on the 1st June.

30 May
1536

Just eleven days after the execution of 
Anne Boleyn, Henry VIII married Jane 
Seymour in the Queen’s Closet at York Seymour in the Queen’s Closet at York Seymour
Place (Whitehall), the property renovated by 
himself and Anne.
Th e King and Jane Seymour had become 
betrothed on 20th May, a day after Anne’s 
execution, but did not marry immediately.
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4 May
1536

Arrests of Sir Francis 
Weston and Sir 
William Brereton 
during the fall of 
Anne Boleyn. Th ey 
were both taken to 
the Tower of London.

5 May
1536

Th e fi nal arrests of 
Sir Th omas Wyatt
and Richard Page
had been made in the 
fall of Anne Boleyn.

6 May 
1536

It is said that Anne Boleyn wrote a letter 
to her husband, King Henry VIII, from 
the Tower of London. It was headed with 
the words “To the King from the Lady in 
the Tower”, alleged to have been written by 
Th omas Cromwell.

7 May
1536

Queen Anne 
Boleyn’s chaplain, 
William Latymer, 
was searched by the 
Mayor and jurates 
of Sandwich on 
his arrival back in 
England.

12 May
1536

Mark Smeaton, 
Sir Henry Norris, 
Sir Francis Weston 
and Sir William 
Brereton were found 
guilty on all charges, 
declared traitors and 
sentenced to death.

13 May
1536

Queen Anne 
Boleyn’s royal 
household at 
Greenwich was 
broken up, even 
though she hadn’t 
been tried yet.

14 May
1571

Matthew Stewart, 
Earl of Lennox and 
regent to James VI, 
held the “Creeping 
Parliament”.

15 May
1536

Anne and George 
Boleyn were tried in 
the King’s Hall of the 
Tower of London in 
front of an estimated 
2,000 spectators. 
Both were found 
guilty.

16 May
1536

Archbishop 
Cranmer visited 
Anne Boleyn at the 
Tower of London to 
get Anne to confess 
to an impediment to 
her marriage.

20 May
1535

Th e imprisoned 
Bishop John Fisher
was made a Cardinal 
by Pope Paul III.by Pope Paul III.by  It 
made no diff erence 
to his treatment, as 
he was executed 22nd 
June 1535.

21 May
1535

Th e arrest of William Tyndale, Bible 
translator and religious reformer, in Antwerp, 
after he was tricked into leaving the English 
House owned by Th omas Pontz. He was 
condemned as a heretic and strangled, then 
burned in October 1536.

22 May
1537

Edward Seymour, 
brother of Jane 
Seymour, was 
sworn in as a Privy 
Councillor.

23 May
1533

Archbishop Thomas 
Cranmer declared Cranmer declared Cranmer
that Henry VIII’s 
marriage to Catherine 
of Aragon had been 
annulled

27 May
1536

Cardinal Reginald 
Pole sent Henry VIII
a copy of De Unitate 
where he criticised 
the King’s divorce 
and the trouble it had 
caused.

28 May
1533

Following on from the decision of the special 
court held at Dunstable, and Cramner’s 
declaration that Henry VIII’s marriage to 
Catherine of Aragon was invalid and had 
been annulled, Cranmer proclaimed the Cranmer proclaimed the Cranmer
validity of Henry’s marriage to Anne Boleyn validity of Henry’s marriage to Anne Boleyn 
on this day in 1533.

31 May
1533

Anne Boleyn’s 
coronation procession 
through the streets 
of London, from the 
Tower of London to 
Westminster Abbey.
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