











his death. “Shakespeare’s England” are hosting various events to mark this occasion and
you can find out more at http://shakespeares-england.co.uk/shakespeare-2016

%0 "S‘" £ >0 *%S“|> oz

St Mark’s Eve was all about divining the future, although what on earth that has to do with St
Mark is anyone’s guess!

In Folklore of Lincolnshire, Susanna O’Neill writes of how this was the night for
young women to “divine who they were to marry”. Ladies in North Kelsey would visit
the Maiden Well, “walking towards it backwards and then circling it three times, still
backwards, whilst wishing to see their destined husbands. After the third circling, the
girl would kneel and gaze into the spring, where she would supposedly see the face of
her lover.” Other ways of divining who you were going to marry, according to O’Neill
and Steve Roud (7he English Year), included hanging your washed chemise in front of
the fire and waiting for a man (your future husband) to turn them, setting the table for
supper and leaving the door open and waiting to see which man would come and join
you, picking grass from a grave at midnight to put under your pillow so that you would
then dream of your future beau, sitting in a barn at midnight and waiting for your
future lover to walk through the door, and throwing an unbroken apple peel over your
shoulder and then seeing whose name it had spelled out when it landed. A man could
also divine who his future bride would be by visiting the local church at midnight and
seeing whose reflection he would see in the church window at midnight. Still another
tradition, according to www.mostly-medieval.com, was for a woman to “fast from
sunset and then during the night make and bake a cake containing an eggshell full
of salt, wheat meal, and barley meal. Then she should open the door of her home. Her

future lover should come in and turn the cake.”
I bet there were lots of disappointed young people on this night!
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25% April is the feast day of St Mark the Evangelist, one of the apostles and the man
said to have written the Gospel of Mark. He is known as the founder of Christianity in
Alexandria, where a church was founded in his name, and as the founder of the Coptic
Orthodox Church. As a result of his Christian work in Alexandria and his attacks on
the worship of idols, at Easter 68AD he was dragged through the city by a rope around
his neck before being imprisoned, where he is said to have had visions assuring him of
eternal life. The next day he was dragged until his head parted from his body. Some say
he was tied to a horse’s tail. Copts believe that his head is in his church at Alexandria
and that other parts of his relics are housed at St Mark’s in Cairo and San Marco

Cathedral in Venice.

St Mark’s Day was the traditional day for praying for fertile land and a good harvest.
According to Keith Thomas, in Religion and the Decline of Magic, people would process across fields
carrying the cross, banners and bells to bless the crops and drive away evil spirits. It derived from the
Roman pagan tradition of asking the gods for a good harvest.

The symbol of St Mark is a winged lion and he is often depicted as a lion or with a lion beside
him. According to one legend, he survived being thrown to the lions because instead of eating him
they slept at his feet.



APRIL’S ON THIS

April

1578
Birth of
William Harvey,
English physician
and the man who
discovered the
circulation of blood.

April

1552
The fourteen year-
old Edward VI
fell ill with measles
and smallpox.
Fortunately, he
survived.

April

1554
A cat dressed as a
priest was found
hanged on the
gallows in Cheapside.
John Stow describes
how the cat’s head
was shorn and it was
dressed in vestments.

1 April

1556
Death of Sir
Anthony Kingston,
former Constable of
the Tower of London,
at Cirencester while

on his way to be tried
in London.
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April

1559
The second session
of Parliament, in
Elizabeth I's reign,
metafter Easter to
obtain sanction for
royal supremacy and

Protestant settlement.

William Harvey
2 April 2 April
1483 1509
Burial of Henry VII died. He
Edward IV in St had known that he
George’s Chapel, was dying for some

Windsor Castle.

time, and had retired
to Richmond at the
end of February to

April

1581
Francis Drake
was awarded a
knighthood by
Elizabeth I. He was
dubbed by Monsieur
de Marchaumont
on board the Golden
Hind at Deptford.

April
5 1531
Richard Roose,
Bishop John Fisher’s
cook, was boiled to
death after'confessing
to poisoning the soup
(or'porridge) that was
served.to the Bishop
and his guests.

9April
1557

Cardinal Reginald

Pole’s legatine powers
were revoked by Pope

Paul IV.

1 April
1585
Death of Pope
Gregory XIII, che
Pope known for his
introduction of the

Gregorian Calendar,
in Rome. He was

succeeded by Pope
Sixtus V.
1 SApril 1 April
1599 1570
Robert Devereux, Guy Fawkes was

2nd Earl of Essex,

was sworn in as Lord

Lieutenant of Ireland.

possibly born 13
April 1570, but he

was baptised on 16

April at the Church

of St Michael le

Belfrey in York.
2 April 2 April

1542 3 1564

Death of The day that
Henry Clifford, 1st | taditionally marks
Eatl of Cumberland. | the birth of the
He supported Bard, William
Henry VIII during | Shakespeare, the
the Pilgrimage of famous Elizabethan

Grace.

playwright and actor

spend his last days

there.

2 April
1536

Anne Boleyn met with her chaplain,
thirty-two year-old Matthew Parker. Parker
recorded later that Anne had asked him

to watch over her daughter, the two year
old Princess Elizabeth. It is not known

27April
1536
A letter was sent to
Thomas Cranmer,
Archbishep of

Canterbury, asking
him to attend

what part Parker did play in Elizabeth’s Parliament.
upbringing, but she made him her
g L Archbishop of Canterbury in 1559.
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DAY IN TUDOR HISTORY

April

1590
Elizabeth I's Principal Secretary, Sir
Francis Walsingham, died at around the
age of fifty-eight. Although he had served
the Queen for many years, he died in
debt, as he had underwritten the debts of
Sir Philip Sidney, his son-in-law.

April

1590
Burial of Sir Francis
Walsingham,
Elizabeth I's
principal secretary, at
St Paul’s ac 10pm, in
the same tomb as Sir

Philip Sidney.
1 April 1 April 1 3April
1554 1533 1534
Sir Thomas Wyatt Thomas Cromwell Sir Thomas More
the younger was became Chancellor was summoned to
beheaded and then of the Exchequer. Lambeth to swear his
his body quartered allegiance to the “Act

for treason, for
leading Wyart's
Rebellion against
Queen Mary L.

of Succession”

Fréﬁgis Walsingham by
John'De Critz the Elder

1 April

71534

Sir Thomas More, Henry VIII's Lord
Chancellor, was sent to the Tower of
London after refusing to swear the “Oath of
Succession”. On arriving, he wrote a letter

to his eldest daughter, Margaret Roper, to
inform her. Unfortunately, More’s refusal to
swear the oath led to him being accused of
treason and being executed on Gth July 1535.

1 April

1536
Eustace Chapuys, Imperial Ambassador, was
tricked into acknowledging Anne Boleyn.
As Anne entered with the King, she turned,
stopped and bowed to Chapuys. He had no
choice, and had to bow and recognise the
woman he called “the concubine”as queen..

1 9April
1558
Mary, Queen of
Scots and Francis,
the Dauphin, were

formally betrothed at
the Louvre.

2 April

1558

Mary, Queen of Scots married Francis, the Dauphin of France, at
Notre Dame in Paris. Mary was fifteen, and Francis was fourteen.
Francis became King Consort of Scotland at the marriage and then
he became King of France, and Mary Queen Consort of France

on the death of his father, Henry IL in July 1559. Unforcunately,
Francis’s reign only lasted 17 months; because he died in December
1560 from an abscess in the brain‘caused by an ear infection.

2 April

5 1551

Death of Alice More,
Lady More, second
wife of Sir Thomas
More. Her exact

date of death is not

known, but it was
near the 25. She was

2 April

1603
Elizabeth I's
funeral took place in
London. Elizabeth
was buried at
Westminster Abbey
in the vault of

2 April

9 1536

Anne Boleyn argued
with Sir Henry
Norris, rebuking
him with the words
“You'look for dead
men's shoes”.

her grandfacher,
Henry VIL

buried at Chelsea.
3 April
1536
Alexander Alesius

witnessed an
argument between
Anne Boleyn and
Henry VIII, and

at 11pm, the King
and Queen’s visit to
Calais was cancelled.

Saint George killing the dragon
c1435 by Bernat Martorell
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