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Events Calendar
December 2014 / January 2014

Now until 31 December 2014 
Th e Life and Times of Richard III 
Exhibition, Bosworth Battlefi eld Heritage 
Centre. See https://www.facebook.com/
events/224289407763903

Now until 21 January 2015
Treasures from the Royal Archives, 
Windsor Castle. See http://www.
royalcollection.org.uk/exhibitions/
treasures-from-the-royal-archives

Now until 13 February 2015 
(Wednesday to Sunday 12pm, 1pm, 2pm & 3pm)

Nottingham Castle Cave Tours, 
Nottingham. See http://www.
experiencenottinghamshire.com/whats-
on/nottingham-castle-cave-tours-p611691

Now until 1 March 2015
Th e Real Tudors: Kings and Queens 
Rediscovered, National Portrait Gallery, 
London, UK. See http://www.npg.org.uk/
whatson/realtudors/display.php 

12 October through to 1 February 2015 – 
Exhibition at Ordsall Hall in Salford, 
Manchester, UK, Th e Tudor Child: 
Clothing and Culture 1485 to 1625. See 
http://www.tudortailor.com/news/the-
white-lady-plays-host-to-the-tudor-child/ 

1 November – 7 December 
Louisiana Renaissance Festival. See http://
www.larf.org/ 

21 November – 4 January
Hampton Court Palace Ice Rink. 
See http://www.hrp.org.uk/
HamptonCourtPalace/WhatsOn/
hamptoncourtpalaceicerink 

22 November – 21 December
Great Dickens Christmas Fair, Daly City, 
CA. See http://dickensfair.com/ 

29 November – 24 December
Th e Magic of Christmas Past, Hever 
Castle, Kent. See http://www.hevercastle.
co.uk/whats-on/magic-christmas-past/ 

1 December - 6 January
Christmas at Windsor Castle. See http://
www.royalcollection.org.uk/event/
christmas-at-windsor-castle-2014

1-3 December
Christmas Decoration Workshop, 
Haddon Hall. See http://www.
haddonhall.co.uk/special-events/
christmas-decoration-workshop1/ 

2 December - 8-10.30pm
Haunted Heritage Ghost Walk, 
Bosworth Battlefi eld Heritage Centre. 
See https://www.facebook.com/
events/520566734756327

2,9,16,23,30 December
Somerset House: Th e Old Palaces 
Tour, Somerset House, London. See 
http://www.somersethouse.org.uk/
events/2014/12

4-7 December
Pirates in Paradise, Key West, Florida. See 
http://www.piratesinparadise.com/ 

4,6,11,13,18,20 December
Free Guided Tour: Historical 
Highlights, Somerset House, London. 
See http://www.somersethouse.org.uk/
events/2014/12
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5 December 
Christmas Wreath Making, Kenilworth 
Castle, Warwickshire. See http://
www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/
events/christmas-wreath-making-
Keni-05-12-2014/ 

5-7 December 
Utah Winter Faire, Farmington, Utah. 
See http://www.utahwinterfaire.com/ 

5-7 December 
Fort Taylor Pyrate Invasion, Key West, 
Florida. See http://www.forttaylorpyrates.
com/ 

5-7 December 
Dickens on the Strand Festival, Galveston, 
Texas. See http://www.galvestonhistory.
org/events/dickens-on-the-strand/dickens-
on-the-strand 

6-23 December 
The Christmas Market and the 
Gingerbread Christmas, Leeds Castle, 
Kent. Open daily 10am-5pm. See http://
www.leeds-castle.com/What%92s+On/
Events+and+Activities

6-31 December 
Christmas quiz and prizes included in the 
price of the ticket at Ye Olde Tudor World 
(Falstaff Experience), Stratford-upon-
Avon. See http://www.falstaffexperience.
co.uk/page.php?linkid=5&sublinkid=220 

6-7 December 
Tudor Christmas Weekend, Haddon Hall. 
See http://www.haddonhall.co.uk/special-
events/tudor-christmas-weekend/ 

6-7 December 
Yuletide Wollaton Tudor Christmas 
Celebrations, Wollaton Hall, 
Nottingham. See http://www.
experiencenottinghamshire.com/whats-
on/yuletide-wollaton-tudor-christmas-
celebrations-p633101 

6, 7, 13, 14, 20 and 21 December 
Christmas shows about some of the 
legends and traditions of Christmas 
at Ye Olde Tudor World (Falstaff 
Experience), Stratford-upon-Avon. See 
http://www.falstaffexperience.co.uk/page.
php?linkid=5&sublinkid=220 

7 December – 12.30-4pm 
Tree Dressing, Weald and Downland 
Open Air Museum, West Sussex. See 
http://www.wealddown.co.uk/Events/
What-s-On-at-the-Museum-Full-
Calendar/ 

9 December 
Study day - Close-up and Personal: 
Portrait Miniatures in the Royal 
Collection, Windsor Castle. See http://
www.royalcollection.org.uk/event/
study-day-close-up-and-personal-portrait-
miniatures-in-the-royal-collection

9-11 December 
Christmas Candlelight Tours, Haddon 
Hall. See http://www.haddonhall.co.uk/
special-events/christmas-candlelight-
tours-2014/ 

10 December - 7.30-9pm 
Leanda de Lisle “Richard III, Henry 
VII and the Princes in the Tower” 
talk at Bosworth Battlefield Heritage 
Centre. See https://www.facebook.com/
events/1447858192148624

10 December 
Carols around the Christmas Tree, Palace 
of Holyrood House, Edinburgh. See 
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/event/
carols-around-the-christmas-tree

12 December – 5-8pm 
Selly Manor Traditional Christmas, Selly 
Manor, Birmingham, UK. 
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12-23 December
Light Up the Palace, Hampton Court 
Palace. See http://www.hrp.org.uk/
HamptonCourtPalace/WhatsOn/
ChristmasLightTrail 

13 December
Tudor Christmas, Ravenwood Castle, 
New Plymouth, Ohio. Join King Henry 
VIII and his royal court for dinner and 
entertainment! Call (740) 596-2606 
now for reservations. See http://www.
ravenwoodcastle.com/event/tudor-
christmas 

13-14 December
Visit Santa, Haddon Hall. See http://
www.haddonhall.co.uk/special-events/
visit-santa-2014/ 

13-14 December
Christmas at the Castle, Kenilworth 
Castle, Warwickshire. See http://www.
english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/events/
christmas-weekend-at-kenilworth-castle-
Keni-13-12-2014/ 

13-14, 20-21 December
Meet Green Father Christmas, Weald 
and Downland Open Air Museum, West 
Sussex. See http://www.wealddown.co.uk/
Events/What-s-On-at-the-Museum-Full-
Calendar/

13-14 December
Ingleside Renaissance Faire, 
Ingleside, Texas. See http://www.
inglesidetxchamber.com/index.php/
ingleside-calendar-events/renaissance-
faire.html 

15 and 19 December
Christmas Lunch at Shakespeare’s 
Birthplace, Stratford-upon-Avon. See 
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/visit-
the-houses/whats-on/christmas-lunch-
shakespeares-birthplace.html 

16, 17, 21, 22 and 23 December
Courtyard Carol Singing, Hampton 
Court Palace. See http://www.hrp.org.
uk/HamptonCourtPalace/WhatsOn/
CourtyardCarolSinging 

18, 19, 23 December 
Twilight Magic of Christmas Past, Hever 
Castle. See http://www.hevercastle.co.uk/
whats-on/twilight-magic-christmas-past/

19 December – 6.30pm
Charity Christmas Carols at the 
Castle, Sudeley Castle. See http://www.
sudeleycastle.co.uk/event/christmas-
carols-castle/ 

20 December - 7.30-9pm
Carols at Warwick Castle. See https://
www.warwick-castle.com/event/10/carols-
at-warwick-castle.aspx

24 December
Christmas Ghost Tour, 6pm, Ye Olde 
Tudor World (Falstaff  Experience), 
Stratford-upon-Avon. See http://
www.falstaff experience.co.uk/page.
php?linkid=5&sublinkid=220 

26-28 December
Tudor Christmas, Weald and Downland 
Open Air Museum, West Sussex. See 
http://www.wealddown.co.uk/Events/
What-s-On-at-the-Museum-Full-
Calendar/



26 December - 4 January 
The Winter Trail, Leeds Castle, Kent. 
See http://www.leeds-castle.com/
What%92s+On/Events+and+Activities

27 December – 1 January 
Winter Walks, Hever Castle. See http://
www.hevercastle.co.uk/whats-on/winter-
walks/ 

27 December – 1 January 
Tudor Christmas, Hampton Court 
Palace. Celebrate the festive season 
in style by joining King Henry VIII 
and his courtiers for Tudor Christmas 
entertainments. - See http://www.hrp.
org.uk/HamptonCourtPalace/WhatsOn/
TudorChristmas 

31 December 
New Year’s Eve Ghost Tour, Ye Olde 
Tudor World (Falstaff Experience), 
Stratford-upon-Avon. See http://
www.falstaffexperience.co.uk/page.
php?linkid=5&sublinkid=220 

7 January - 25 November 2015 
Madame Parboiled Interactive Dungeon 
Show, Ye Olde Salutation Inn, Maid 
Marian Way, Nottingham. See http://
www.experiencenottinghamshire.com/
whats-on/madame-parboileds-interactive-
dungeon-show-p606351

10-18 January (weekends) 
Riverdale Kiwanis Medieval Faire, Fort 
Myers, Florida. See http://www.medieval-
faire.com/

21-24 January 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust Winter 
School. The course will be structured 
around the RSC’s productions of Love’s 
Labour’s Lost, Love’s Labour’s Won (also 
known as Much Ado About Nothing), 
and Oppenheimer. See http://www.
shakespeare.org.uk/visit-the-houses/whats-
on.html/winter-school-2015.html

24-25 January 
The Dragon Festival, Melbourne, Florida. 
See http://www.medieval-faire.com/

24 January - 1 February (weekends) 
Hoggetowne Medieval Faire, Gainesville, 
Florida. See http://www.gvlculturalaffairs.
org/website/programs_events/HMF/
medieval_index.html

25 January - 2-4pm 
Tudor Stuff, Queen Elizabeth’s Hunting, 
Lodge Rangers Road, Chingford , 
E4 7QH. Costumed guides bring the 
Hunting Lodge alive. See https://www.
walthamforest.gov.uk/Pages/Events/
history-tudor-stuff.aspx and http://www.
cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/green-
spaces/epping-forest/visitor-information/
Pages/queen-elizabeths-hunting-lodge.
aspx

30 January - 1 February 
Katharine of Aragon Festival, 
Peterborough Cathedral. See http://
www.peterborough-cathedral.org.uk/
katharine-of-aragon-festival-2015.html for 
programme.

30 January - 1 February 
Treasure Coast Pirate Fest, Fort 
Pierce, Florida. See http://www.
treasurecoastpiratefest.com/



DECEMBER’S
GUEST SPEAKER
LINDA PORTER

3 Queens - Catherine Parr, 
Mary I & Mary, Queen of 

Scots

Linda Porter has a B.A. and a D.Phil from the University of York, where she studied under 
the direction of two inspirational professors, Gerald Aylmer and Gwyn A. Williams. She spent 
nearly ten years lecturing in New York, at Fordham and City Universities among 
others, before returning with her American husband and daughter to England, 
where she embarked on a complete change of career. For more than twenty 
years she worked as a senior public relations practitioner in BT, introducing 
a ground-breaking international public relations programme during the 
years of BT’s international expansion. Th e attractions of early retirement 
were too good to miss and she has gone back to historical writing as well as 
reviewing for the BBC History Magazine, Th e Literary Review and History 
Today.
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Recent and upcoming books 

NON - FICTION
Illustrated Kings and Queens of England by Claire Ridgway, 

Tim Ridgway & Verity Ridgway
Release date: 24 November (Kindle), hardback coming soon.

With stunning colour illustrations of the 59 English kings and 
queens from Alfred the Great to Elizabeth II, Illustrated Kings and 
Queens of England is packed with interesting facts about the wonderful 
English monarchy.

Th is coff ee-table book shows the fascinating progression of 
English history. Every monarch has a biography plus details of 
their birth and death dates, the dates they ruled and details of their 
off spring.

Each monarch is accompanied by a vintage Victorian etching, 
lovingly restored to perfect condition and vividly colourized. Th ese 
images bring each monarch to life. Anyone with a love of British 
history will adore this keepsake book.

See English history as you’ve never seen it before.
ASIN: B00Q34BNH6
ISBN: 978-8493746483

Mary Queen of Scots by Antonia Fraser
Release date: 8 January 2015

Mary Queen of Scots passed her childhood in France and married the 
Dauphin to become Queen of France at the age of sixteen. Widowed less than 
two years later, she returned to Scotland as Queen after an absence of thirteen 
years. Her life then entered its best known phase: the early struggles with John 
Knox, and the unruly Scottish nobility; the fatal marriage to Darnley and his 
mysterious death; her marriage to Bothwell, the chief suspect, that led directly 
to her long English captivity at the hands of Queen Elizabeth; the poignant and 
extraordinary story of her long imprisonment that ended with the labyrinthine 
Babington plot to free her, and her execution at the age of forty-four.

Paperback: 800 pages
Publisher: Re-issued by Phoenix (8 Jan 2015)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 1780229267
ISBN-13: 978-1780229263
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S The Medieval Housewife and Other Women of the Middle 
Ages by Toni Mount

Have you ever wondered what life was like for the ordinary housewife in 
the Middle Ages? Or how much power a medieval lady really had? Find out all 
about medieval housewives, peasant women, grand ladies, women in trade and 
women in the church in this fascinating book. More has been written about 
medieval women in the last twenty years than in the two whole centuries 
before that. Female authors of the medieval period have been rediscovered and 
translated; queens are no longer thought of as merely decorative brood mares 
for their royal husbands and have merited their own biographies. In the past, 
historians have tended to look at what women could not do. In this book we 
will look at the lives of medieval women in a more positive light, fi nding out 
what rights and opportunities they enjoyed and attempting to uncover the real 
women beneath the layers of dust accumulated over the centuries.

Paperback: 96 pages
Publisher: Amberley Publishing (5 Nov 2014)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 1445643707
ISBN-13: 978-1445643700

Digging for Richard III: The Search for the Lost King by 
Mike Pitts

Release date: 11 November (US)

Th e story of the archaeology behind the dig that found Richard III, told 
through a fascinating array of photographs, diagrams, and fi rsthand accounts.

In August 2012 a search began and on February 4, 2013 a team from 
Leicester University delivered its verdict to a mesmerized press room, watched 
by media studios around the world: they had found the remains of Richard III, 
whose history is perhaps the most contested of all British monarchs.

History off ers a narrow range of information about Richard III which 
mostly has already been worked to destruction. Archaeology creates new data, 
new stories, with a diff erent kind of material: physical remains from which 
modern science can wrest a surprising amount, and which provide a direct, 
tangible connection with the past. Unlike history, archaeological research 
demands that teams of people with varied backgrounds work together. 
Archaeology is a communal activity, in which the interaction of personalities 
as well as professional skills can change the course of research. Photographs 
from the author’s own archives, alongside additional material from Leicester 
University, off er a compelling detective story as the evidence is uncovered. 41 illustrations in color and black-
and-white.

Hardcover: 208 pages
Publisher: Th ames & Hudson; 1 edition (November 11, 2014)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 0500252009
ISBN-13: 978-0500252000
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Fashion in the Time of William Shakespeare: 1564-1616 by 
Sarah Jane Downing

Release date: 21 October

Garments and accessories are prominent in almost all of William 
Shakespeare’s plays, from Hamlet and Othello to A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream and Twelfth Night. Th e statement ‘Clothes maketh the man’ was one 
that would have resonated with their audiences: the rise of England’s merchant 
class had made issues of rank central to Elizabethan debate, and a rigid table 
of sumptuary laws carefully regulated the sorts of fabric and garment worn by 
the diff erent classes. From the etiquette of courtly dress to the evolution of the 
Elizabethan ruff , in this vibrant introduction Sarah Jane Downing explores the 
sartorial world of the late-16th century, why people wore the clothes they did, 
and how the dizzyingly eclectic range of fashions (including ruff s, rebatos and 
French farthingales) transformed over time.

Series: Shire Library (Book 785)
Paperback: 64 pages
Publisher: Shire (October 21, 2014)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 074781354X
ISBN-13: 978-0747813545

Christendom Destroyed: Europe 1517-1648 (Penguin History 
of Europe) by Mark Greengrass

Release date: 28 November

From peasants to princes, no one was untouched by the spiritual and 
intellectual upheaval of the sixteenth century. Martin Luther’s challenge 
to church authority forced Christians to examine their beliefs in ways that 
shook the foundations of their religion. Th e subsequent divisions, fed by 
dynastic rivalries and military changes, fundamentally altered the relations 
between ruler and ruled. Geographical and scientifi c discoveries challenged 
the unity of Christendom as a belief community. Europe, with all its 
divisions, emerged instead as a geographical projection. Chronicling these 
dramatic changes, Th omas More, Shakespeare, Montaigne, and Cervantes 
created works that continue to resonate with us.

Spanning the years 1517 to 1648, Christendom Destroyed is 
Mark Greengrass’s magnum opus: a rich tapestry that fosters a deeper 
understanding of Europe’s identity today.

Series: Penguin History of Europe
Hardcover: 752 pages
Publisher: Viking Adult (November 28, 2014)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 0670024562
ISBN-13: 978-0670024568
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S Lady Katherine Knollys: The Unacknowledged Daughter of 
King Henry VIII by Sarah-Beth Watkins

Release date: 30 January

Katherine Knollys was Mary Boleyn’s fi rst child, born in 1524 when 
Mary was having an aff air with King Henry VIII. Katherine spent her life 
unacknowledged as the king’s daughter, yet she was given prime appointments 
at court as maid of honour to both Anne of Cleves and Katherine Howard. 
She married Francis Knollys when she was 16 and went on to become mother 
to many successful men and women at court including Lettice Knollys who 
created a scandal when she married Sir Robert Dudley, the queen’s favourite. 
Th is fascinating book studies Katherine’s life and times, including her intriguing 
relationship with Elizabeth I.

Paperback: 132 pages
Publisher: Chronos Books (January 30, 2015)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 1782795855
ISBN-13: 978-1782795858

The Betrayal of Richard III: An Introduction to the 
Controversy by V.B. Lamb

Release date: 2 February 2015
ISBN: 9780750962995
No further details at present.

The Little Book of Mary, Queen of Scots by Mickey Mayhew
Release date: 5 January 2015

Mary Queen of Scots is perhaps one of the most controversial and divisive 
monarchs in regal history. Her story reads like a particularly spicy novel, with 
murder, kidnap, adultery, assassination and execution. To some she is one of 
the most wronged women in history, a pawn used and abused by her family in 
the great monarchical marriage game; to others, a murderous adulteress who 
committed regicide to marry her lover and then spent years in captivity for 
the crime, endlessly plotting the demise of her cousin, Queen Elizabeth I of 
England. Th is book covers the entire breath-taking scope of her amazing life and 
examines the immense cultural legacy she left behind, from the Schiller play of 
the 1800s to the CW teen drama Reign. Temptress, terrorist, or tragic queen, 
this book will give you the lowdown on one of history’s most misunderstood 
monarchs. 

Hardcover: 192 pages
Publisher: Th e History Press (5 Jan 2015)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 0750961511
ISBN-13: 978-0750961516
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The Dublin King: The True Story of Edward Earl of Warwick, 
Lambert Simnel and the ‘Princes in the Tower’ by John 

Ashdown-Hill
Release date: 5 January

No further details at present.
Hardcover: 224 pages
Publisher: Th e History Press (5 Jan 2015)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 0750960345
ISBN-13: 978-0750960342

FICTION
Cor Rotto: A Novel of Catherine Carey by 

Adrienne Dillard
Released: 6 November

Th e dream was always the same … the scaff old before me. I stared on in horror 
as the sword sliced my aunt’s head from her swan-like neck. Th e executioner raised her 
severed head into the air by its long chestnut locks. Th e last thing I remembered before 
my world turned black was my own scream. 

Fifteen year-old Catherine Carey has been dreaming the same dream for three 
years, since the bloody execution of her aunt Queen Anne Boleyn. Her only comfort 
is that she and her family are safe in Calais, away from the intrigues of Henry VIII’s 
court. But now Catherine has been chosen to serve Henry VIII’s new wife, Queen 
Anne of Cleves. 

Just before she sets off  for England, she learns the family secret: the true 
identity of her father, a man she considers to be a monster and a man she will shortly 
meet. 

Th is compelling novel tells the life story of a woman who survived being close 
to the crown and who became one of Queen Elizabeth I’s closest confi dantes.

Paperback: 312 pages
Publisher: MadeGlobal Publishing (6 Nov 2014)
ISBN-10: 8493746479
ISBN-13: 978-8493746476
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Have your say...
We’d love to include a “writers letter” into the Tudor Life magazine. If you’ve got something that you want 
to add to the discussions, something that you’ve got a particular interest in, maybe something you want 
others to know then we would love to hear all about it!

So, please send any letters you have to our society secretary to the email address gill@tudorsociety.com 
with the title “Magazine Writers Letter” and we’d be pleased to include it.

The Tudor Society Team.

A Traitor’s Tears (An Ursula Blanchard Elizabethan Mystery) 
by Fiona Buckley

Release date: 30 January

When Ursula Blanchard’s neighbour is murdered, she is once again 
involved with matters of espionage and aff airs of state.

July, 1573. Recently widowed, Ursula Blanchard is living a quiet life 
on her Surrey estate, caring for her infant son. But her peaceful existence is 
shattered when Ursula’s neighbour Jane Cobbold is found dead in her own 
fl owerbed, stabbed through the heart with a silver dagger - and Ursula’s 
manservant Brockley is arrested for the crime. Determined to prove Brockley’s 
innocence, Ursula seeks help from her old mentor Lord Burghley. But when a 
second death occurs and the queen’s new spymaster, Francis Walsingham, gets 
involved, once again Ursula is reluctantly drawn into matters of espionage and 
aff airs of state.

Series: An Ursula Blanchard Elizabethan Mystery (Book 12)
Hardcover: 384 pages
Publisher: Severn House Large Print; Lrg edition (January 30, 2015)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 0727897438
ISBN-13: 978-0727897435
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