








Spicery article. So on that note, I’ll wish you a joyous festive season, and 
a far happier and safer 2021.
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DECEMBER’S “ON THIS

31Dec 
1600

The East India 
Company was 
chartered, i.e. 
given royal 
approval, by 
Queen Elizabeth I.

9Dec 
1522

Death of Hugh 
Ashton, former 
Comptroller of 
Lady Margaret 
Beaufort’s 
household.

2 Dec 
1560

Death of Charles 
de Marillac, 
French diplomat 
and Archbishop of 
Vienne, at Melun 
in France.

1 Dec 
1530

Death of Margaret of Austria at Mechelen. 
She was buried alongside her second 
husband, Philibert II, Duke of Savoy, in 
their mausoleum at Bourg-en-Bresse.

30Dec 
1494

Death of John Russell, Bishop of Lincoln, 
Keeper of the Privy Seal, Lord Chancellor 
under Edward IV and Richard III, and 
Chancellor of Oxford University. He died 
at his episcopal manor in Nettleham, 
Lincolnshire, and was buried in Lincoln 
Cathedral.

13 Dec 
1558

Death of William Clyffe, civil lawyer 
and one of the authors of the 1537 
“Bishops’ Book” or “The Godly and Pious 
Institution of a Christian Man”. Clyffe’s 
expertise on marriage and divorce law 
led to convocation seeking his advice 
regarding Henry VIII’s Great Matter.

20Dec 
1559

Burial of John 
Bekinsau, author of 
the 1546 tract De 
supremo et absoluto 
regis imperio 
supporting Henry’s 
supremacy.

16Dec 
1485

Catherine of 
Aragon was 
born at Alcalá 
de Henares, a 
town just east of 
Madrid.

15Dec 
1558

Funeral of 
Reginald Pole, 
Cardinal Pole and 
Mary I’s Archbishop 
of Canterbury, 
at Canterbury 
Cathedral.

24Dec 
1545

Henry VIII made 
his final speech 
to Parliament, 
chastising the Lords 
and the Commons 
for the divisions 
regarding religion.

23Dec 
1558

Queen 
Elizabeth I moved 
from Somerset 
House to 
Whitehall Palace, 
which became her 
principal residence.

28Dec 
1582

Burial of 
goldsmith John 
Mabb at St 
Matthew Church, 
Friday Street, 
off Cheapside in 
London.

29Dec 
1605

Burial of George 
Clifford, 3rd Earl of 
Cumberland, naval 
commander and 
Elizabeth I’s  
champion,  at  
Skipton,.

7Dec 
1573

Death of John 
Thorne, Master of 
the Choristers and 
Organist of York 
Minster, composer 
and poet, in York.

8Dec 
1538

Death of Sir 
William Coffin, 
courtier and 
Master of the 
Horse to Queens 
Anne Boleyn and 
Jane Seymour.

14Dec 
1558

Burial of Queen 
Mary I at 
Westminster Abbey 
in the Henry VII 
chapel with only 
stones marking her 
grave.

22Dec 
1545

Birth of George 
Bannatyne, 
compiler of the 
“Bannatyne 
Manuscript”, at 
Edinburgh.

21Dec 
1505

Birth of Thomas 
Wriothesley, 
1st Earl of 
Southampton, 
Lord Chancellor to 
Henry VIII.
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TUDOR FEAST DAYS
6 December - St Nicholas

8 December - Immaculate Conception
12 December - St Thomas

24 December - Christmas Eve
25 December - Christmas Day 
Start of 12 days of Christmas

DAY IN TUDOR HISTORY”

12Dec 
1595 

Death of Sir 
Roger Williams, 
Protestant Welsh 
soldier and author, 
from a fever.

11Dec 
1608

Burial of Douglas 
Sheffield (née 
Howard), Lady 
Sheffield, at 
St Margaret’s 
Church, 
Westminster.

6Dec 
1549

Death of John 
Wakeman, Abbot 
of Tewkesbury 
and Bishop of 
Gloucester, in 
Forthampton.

3Dec 
1577

Death or burial 
of William 
Downham, Bishop 
of Chester and 
former  
Chaplain of 
Elizabeth I.

10Dec 
1541

Thomas Culpeper, 
and Francis 
Dereham were 
executed at 
Tyburn.

4Dec 
1557

Death of Robert King, Abbot of Thame 
and Bishop of Oxford. He was buried in 
Oxford Cathedral. King was one of the 
judges who sat in judgement at the trial of 
Thomas Cranmer in 1555.

25Dec 
1553

Birth of Thomas 
Thomas, Puritan 
printer and 
lexicographer. He 
is known for his 
Latin dictionary.

19Dec 
1587

Death of Thomas 
Seckford, lawyer 
and administrator, 
at Clerkenwell in 
Middlesex.

18Dec 
1575

Nicholas 
Harpsfield, 
historian, Catholic 
apologist, priest 
and former 
Archdeacon of 
Canterbury, died.

5Dec 
1558

Death of Gabriel 
Dunne, Abbot 
of Buckfast and 
‘keeper of the 
spiritualities’, in 
the diocese of 
London.

17Dec 
1538

Pope Paul III 
announced the 
excommunication 
of Henry VIII.

27Dec 
1539

Anne of Cleves landed at Deal in Kent. 
Anne was to be Henry VIII’s fourth wife 
and their marriage was agreed upon by 
a treaty in September 1539. Henry had 
never laid eyes on Anne but instead, had 
commissioned his court artist, Hans 
Holbein, to paint her.

26Dec 
1545

Death of Sir 
George Bowes, 
soldier, rebel 
and Captain of 
Norham Castle.
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THIS MAGAZINE comes 
out every month for 
ALL MEMBERS. 

We hope you enjoy it!
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